[Right atrial appendage thrombosis during atrial fibrillation: an element to look for].
Oral anticoagulant therapy (OAT) is a mainstay of atrial fibrillation (AF) pharmacological treatment. Left atrial appendage closure is a possible treatment, when feasible, in patients with intracerebral hemorrhage during OAT. We report a case of right atrial appendage thrombosis in a patient with chronic AF admitted for syncope due to diuretic-induced orthostatic hypotension. Two years previously, he had undergone left atrial appendage closure with the Amplatzer Cardiac Plug device because of intracerebral hemorrhage during OAT. After neurological consult, OAT was resumed with apixaban 5 mg twice daily, and transesophageal echocardiography performed two months later showed complete resolution of the right atrial appendage thrombosis. This particular case underlines the importance of searching for a possible right atrial appendage thrombosis in patients affected by AF, and suggests that left atrial appendage closure in AF patients not suitable for OAT does not fully eliminate the risk of thromboembolism.